, More often, I get sév-

. eral phone calls and e~

. mails a week asking:
“What are you looking
N . for?” as if there is a mag-
ic code word that if you include it in your *
arficle, you're in. - :
- Answering this questron is rather like an-
_swering what makes a “winning” college
, apphcatlon essay. There are many “win-
, ners ’ of different tones and size$, but space
is at a premium and, I'm sorry to say, nat
-everyone gets in. -

. First the basics. For those who have
‘bothered to look up. the official guidelines .
on our Web site or in print, you know the
spiel: “650 words or fewer on a subject you

- have interest,’ experrence or special knowl-

. edge of. Please include your contact infor- -
mation.” (As most of our regular writers

".know, we also ask for your photo) s

" . To be ¢andid, 650 words is a bit of a fib.

. We regularly print pieces up to 700 or 750

‘words. That said, shorter pieces have a'bet-.

_ter chance of gettmg in the paper sunply
because space is limited. -
The main criteria is simple: We are look-
.ing first and foremost for a good read. We

get about two to three dozen submissions a -

week and can only print around 10. Most
atrive by e-mail, although some still come
by fax and mail. (One or two even arrived

'vlast year handwntten on paé el statrone

t's my ]ob to read them all.'- ¢

t makes e stop i’ my busy. y and's 52
hadn’t thought about it liketh:
n wint ruiito tell a colleagiie 3
‘What kind of pieces'tend to. ‘g k1
ction? Again; it's hard'to pmpomt "

“me offer an example: k have seen hundreds

of op-eds on health care — at least one a-

. day. Naturally, there’s-a much higher barto -
* - cross to get my attention on that topic. . -

In comparison, I have received only one :
humorous op-ed warning about the perils -

- . of hyphenating your last name when youw
- get married. It grabbed me because it was -
_ unexpected.

It’s good to write about timely issues, and

it’s good to be different -— whether in your ,

angle or in your subject matter.

I often get asked if there are other re- .- :;
. quirements besides word length. None offi-

cially, although I will admit we-have a bias-
toward Pennsylvania (especially midstate)

. authors and topics that have a state or local
:connection. '

We have access to lots of natlonal com-..
mentary pieces from major newspapers.

" They tend to write about health care, Af- -

ghanistan and whatever the White House is
talking about that week. But Paul Krugman,
George Will and columnists in their league. :
don’t often write about Harrisburg.
Probably the biggest misconception is. .
that we only print pieces we agree with.

Wrong. In fact, that’s.the whole reason op-
—ed pages exist. Op-ed hteraﬂy means “op-

posite the editorial page,” which also works

‘metaphorically. It’s a space for views that

are counter to our ed1torxals (and regular
columnists).

to: ¥
Patriot-News. We believe that op-eds

line by line through someone €lse’s piece

getting in the paper are much. greater if y
wrlte a letter than an op-ed. -

~ come to dul, “extremist phrases.” There:
- have been many occasions when I am re

: .is Hitler”-or “The governor is a slimeball”
. .or “All elected officials are crooks.” You gef

-speech, we are looking for intellectual ar
-ments, not talk-show-radio-style jabs. Well:
-+ or politician’s stance is wrong w1thout ha
ing to explicitly say that policy or person
“As I See It” pleces for a reason — every-

‘from “big wigs,” nor do we just want poli
- cal commentaries. Reﬂectlons ‘on topics

views. Asiseeit@pnco.com. And to reiter-

~Heather Long is deputy editorial page.editor.,
. 255-8104 or hlong@pnco.com. : A

should “stand on their own” arguments. So
please don’t send in something that goes’

and refijtes it. We have a space for that —
- Jetters to the editor. In fact, we print six to
nine letters most days, so your chances o:

-"The other pltfall to avoid is what I hav

ing-an op-ed that I think is pretty.good and
then, about halfway through there will be
-phrase along the lines of “President Obama

the idea. - :
While we respect everyone’s right to fre

~written op-eds-make their case that a policy

smells like a used baby diaper.’
Finally, The Patriot-News calls op-eds
one has a voice. We don’t ]ust want to he?r
l-
like deer hunting, adoption or dealing with.
life’s unexpected turns are just as powerful:
In 2010, I look forward to reading your .

ate: I can’t accept bribes, nor can I pay you.




